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,&. INTERNAL USE ONLY-ATIP EXEMPTIONS MAY APPLY 

KEY INFORMATION: There is a geographic component of risk. The war torn southern island of 

Mindanao and areas devastated by typhoon Haiyan run rampant with corruption and human 

rights abuses. These areas remain a significant source of asylum seekers/refugee claimants. 
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I O All verification requests for documents or information related to the Philippines must be I I accompanied by a GCMS verification activity and an email to PHILIPPINES­
I I VERIFICATION@international.gc.ca. 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
~ 

This will then be actioned by the requisite mission. 

To request a verification, the requesting office must follow these wocedures (PDF, 524 

KB). 

Document verification for applications that cannot be accessed by mission, such as 

investigations (R-files) or CIT applications should be sent by email only. No GCMS 

verification activity is needed/possible. 

The above instructions also apply to any requests related to documents or information 

from Guam, Palau, The Marshall Islands, Micronesia or any other countries or territories 

that the mission in Manila covers. 
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government offices and banks for a person's identification purposes. It is, however, not a 

requirement for a person to vote. 

• It is accepted as a proof of ID. 

Postal ID card 

• An identity card designed by the Universal Postal Union and is the most widely accepted 

means of identification in postal transactions both locally and worldwide. Generally, banks 

and other financial institutions honor the Postal ID as proof of identity in their 

transactions. 

• Postal ID cards are valid for a period of three years from date of issuance. 

• It is accepted as a proof of ID . 

..- Civil Documents 

FLAG: In cases of delayed registration of birth, death, marriage, or other documents 

requiring registration: 

o The entry in the civil registry book and the registry number transcribed on the 

certificate of vital event shall be in red ink. 

o The remarks "Delayed Registration" are written on the upper right hand margin of 

the birth certificate and the "Remarks" portion of the registry book. 

o If the registration is over six months late, additional documents (e.g., photographs, 

baptismal certificate, etc.) that validate the parentage and legitimacy of the child will 

be included with the birth certificate. 

• Documents issued by the National Statistics Office (NSO) and the National Bureau of 

Investigation (NBI) are preferred because: 

o These agencies have branches and outlets throughout the country. 

o Documents issued by these agencies are printed on paper that helps to certify the 

document as a true and genuine reproduction/copy of the original. 

o Documents from these sources are centrally registered and are considered more 

reliable than documents issued by local registrars. 

o Certificates that are issued with a "COLI endorsement" (Court Documents and 

Legal Instruments) show any amendments to the original document from marriages, 

annulments, name changes etc. 

Marriage documents 

• As per the Family Code (1987), the legal minimum age for marriage is 18. Parental 

consent is required from ages 18 to 21 (both parents), and parental advice from 22 to 25 

(one parent). Prior to 1987, the minimum age for marriage was 16 for males and 14 for 

females. 

• Polygamy is illegal, unless covered under Shari'a Law. 

o Under Philippine law, the first wife must consent to the second marriage. 
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o Non-Muslim males convert to Islam to take advantage of a second marriage. A 

conversion to Islam certificate is required to validate the conversion. 

• The NSO issues Certificates of No Marriage (CENOMAR) certifying that an applicant was 

never married and Certificates of Marriage (CEMAR) which provide a chronological listing 

of all applicants' marriages. 

o A COLI endorsement should be requested (this document is requested upfront 

when the application is processed in Manila). 

• Article 34 of the Philippine Family Code states that no license shall be necessary for the 

marriage of a man and a woman who have lived together as husband and wife for at 

least five years and without any legal impediment to marry each other. 

• Note: look for further details on Muslim and inter-faith marriages to be added in the 

future. 

Divorce documents 

• Note: Divorce is not recognized in the Philippines unless covered by the Shari'a Law. 

Muslim divorce is granted only after the exhaustion of all possible means of reconciliation 

between the spouses. It may be effected by the following: 

o Repudiation of the wife by the husband (talaq). 

o Vow of continence by the husband (i/a). 

o Injurious assimilation of the wife by the husband (zihar). 

o Acts of imprecation (li'an). 

o Redemption by the wife (khu/). 

o Exercise by the wife of the delegated right to repudiate (tafwid). 

o Judicial decree (faskh) (P.O. 1083). 

• Non-Muslim males convert to Islam to take advantage of divorce of convenience. It is 

important to verify the conversion to Islam certificate. 

• Divorce was recognized between March 11, 1917 and August 29, 1950. Since 1950, 

courts have been empowered to grant legal separation (annulment) but not divorce. 

• Legal evidence of Nullity/Annulment of Marriage should be scrutinized. 

Birth certificates 

• Registration almost always takes place where the birth occurred. Births are to be 

registered within 30 days following the birth. 

o Late registration of a birth certificate for younger children may be an indicator that a 

previous record exists in the absence of a valid explanation. 

o Late registration for an adult applicant after secondary or tertiary education should 

also raise concern. 

• Birth records generally list the following information: 

o Child's name, sex, and date and place of birth. 

o Child's legitimacy. 

o Parents' names, religion, nationality, race, and occupation. 

o Parents' marriage date and place of marriage (city, municipality, and province). 
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Death certificates 

• No information is available at this time. 

,.. Notarized documents 

• No information is available at this time. 

,.. Police Certificate 

• For Police Certificate information and examples, please visit the Police Certificate lmag~ 

Library. 

,.. Education documents 

• Follows a K-12 education system: (elementary school (grade 1-6); secondary school/high 

school (4 years); senior high school (2 years). Prior to 2011, only the system was based 

on 10 years (elementary and secondary school). 

• Formal technical and vocational education starts after secondary education, with a two­

year curriculum, which grants access to vocational tertiary education. 

o Non formal technical and vocational institutions are accredited by the Technological 

Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA). Verification of TESDA 

accredited courses can be done online. 

o Higher education institutions are accredited by the Commission on Higher 

Education of the Philippines (CHED). The official list of institutions accredited by 

CHED can be found online. 

o Licensing of professional occupations is regulated by the Professional Regulation 

Commission (PRC). Verification of PRC licenses may be done online. 

• Fraudulent or improperly issued university degrees and transcripts are easy to obtain in 

Manila. Genuine documents can be purchased from corrupt officials to support visa 

applications. 

• "Recto University" is the name Manila gives to the strip of document counterfeiters that 

openly ply their trade between Claro M. Recto and Rizal Avenues in the capital. 

• For additional information on academic credentials assessment, visit CICIC. 

,.. Financial documents 
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