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Legislation: Before Entering - R9

Study permit
R9 (1) A foreign national may not enter Canada to study without first

obtaining a study permit.

Interpretation
R2 The definitions in this section apply in these Regulations.

study permit means a written authorization to engage in
academic, professional, vocational or other education or
training in Canada that is issued by an officer to a foreign
national. (permis d’études)
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Definition

ACADEMIC: Post-secondary program that awards academic credentials to persons for
whom the normal entrance requirement is high school completion or higher. Often delivered
at institutions that award an academic degree, diploma or certificate, such as:

« College and university

- CEGEP

«  Seminary

» Institute of technology

PROFESSIONAL.: Usually offered to a person who is already a professional in a given field.
Generally “accredited” (i.e. recognized by an industry, association or profession) and can be
offered by learning institutions or professional associations, regulatory bodies or unions (e.g.
real estate appraisal, food services management or specialty courses for lawyers, doctors,
accountants, business administrators, engineers, dentists, teachers).

VOCATIONAL: Preparation for a specific occupation in an industry or a trade that is
generally “accredited.” May be offered through on-the-job programs, by unions in conjunction
with businesses/employers, or by learning institutions in conjunction with specific
industry/employer. This may include technical, organizational or basic skills training.

OTHER: Courses that don’'t belong to one of the other categories e.g. French second
language (FSL) or English second language (ESL).
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Not Considered Studies

The following are not considered studies for the purposes of IRPA:

\J
0’0

pre-kindergarten

courses of general interest/hobby or self-improvement
distance learning

audited courses

\J
0’0

\J
0’0

\J
0’0

“»*Settlement and integration courses offered by a provincial
or territorial government through settlement and integration
providers (including francization courses offered by the
Government of Quebec, as they are considered settlement

and integration courses and not language courses by
IRCC)
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)

No permit required
R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit

(a) if they are a family member or a member of the private staff of a
foreign representative who is properly accredited by the Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade and who is in Canada to carry out
official duties as a diplomatic agent, consular officer, representative or
official of a country other than Canada, of the United Nations or any of its
agencies or of any international organization of which Canada is a member;

(b) as a member of the armed forces of a country that is a designated state
for the purposes of the Visiting Forces Act, including a person who has been
designated as a civilian component of those armed forces;

(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or
less and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon
entry into Canada; or

(d) if they are an Indian (under the Indian Act).
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required
R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit

(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry
into Canada

The duration of the course or program of study is often a
more important consideration than the number of months
the foreign national intends to study.

With the exception of exchange programs, even if
foreign nationals plan to study for 6 months or less, if the
course or program is longer than 6 months, they need
a study permit.

R188(2) Despite paragraph (1)(c), a foreign national may apply for a study permit
before entering Canada for a course or program of studies of a duration of six months
Or IeSS A-2024-16221-000006
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required

R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit
(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry into
Canada

A-2024-16221-000007



Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required

R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit
(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry into
Canada
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required

R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit
(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry into
Canada
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required

R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit
(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry into
Canada

\
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Study Permit Exemptions — R188(1)(c)

No permit required

R188 (1) A foreign national may study in Canada without a study permit
(c) if the duration of their course or program of studies is six months or less
and will be completed within the period for their stay authorized upon entry into
Canada

/A-2024-16221-000011



Study Permit Exemptions

Expired study permits
R189 A foreign national who has made an application under subsection

217(1) is authorized to study without a study permit until a decision is made
on the application if they have remained in Canada since the expiry of their
study permit and continue to comply with the conditions, other than the
expiry date, set out on the expired study permit.

Minor children

A30(2) Every minor child in Canada, other than a child of a temporary
resident not authorized to work or study, is authorized to study at the pre-
school, primary or secondary level.
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Provincial/Territorial Attestation Letter (PAL/TAL)

Ministerial Instructions 75 (MI75): Amendments to Ministerial Instructions
with respect to the processing of certain applications for a study permit

“provincial attestation letter”’

means a letter written and signed by a provincial or territorial government
confirming that an applicant has a space within the provincial or territorial allocation
for study permit applications, and must include the following information of the
foreign national:

1. full name,

2. date of birth, and

3. address. (lettre d’attestation provinciale)
Conditions

In order to be accepted for processing, any study permit application subject to these
Instructions that was received at or after January 22, 2024, 8:30 EST must include
a provincial or territorial attestation letter.

Study permit applications received by the Department at or after January 22, 2024,
8:30 EST that do not include a provincial or territorial attestation letter will not be
accepted for processing, and processing fees will be returned. FrensssTa
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Provincial/Territorial Attestation Letter (PAL/TAL)

Scope
These Instructions apply to applications for a study permit made under the student class, referred to in
Part 12 of the Regulations, except for:

T

= |n-Canada

® 0 O00O

——/

f. received from foreign nationals planning to study at the primary school or secondary school level;

g. received from foreign nationals planning to study in a graduate degree program at the master’s or
doctoral level:

h. received from foreign nationals planning to study at a designated learning institution referred to in
subparagraph 211.1(a)(i) of the Regulations [administered by a federal department or agency — federally
designated military college];

I. received from foreign nationals who are recipients of a scholarship for non-Canadians administered and
funded by Global Affairs Canada; and

J. received from foreign nationals who are eligible to apply for an exemption from study permit requirements
based on the provisions of a public policy issued by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration under
section 25.2 of the Act as part of a migration response to a crisis or other pressure.

A-2024-16221-000014



Study Permit Issuance — R216

Study permits
R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national

(a) applied for it in accordance with this Part;

(b)
(c)
(d)
(

e)

A-2024-16221-000015



Study Permit Issuance — R216

Study permits
R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e) has been accepted to undertake a program of study at a

designated learning institution.

A-2024-16221-000016
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Designated Learning Institution- R216(1)(e)

Definition of designated learning institution
R211.1 In this Part, designated learning

et Nova Scotia
institution means ... ,
Filter items ’ U Showing 110 10 01 40 entries | Show 10 v
- all primary and secondary institutions in Legnated
. . garning
Canada, which are automatically institution Offers PGWP-
designated, unless the province or territory Nameof ~  numper o eligible
) ) ) institution #| & (DLI#) ¢ & City ¢ & Campuses § ¢ programs ¥ &
in which they are located has entered into
Acadermy of 0214965234137 Darumouth Dartmouth No

an agreement or arrangement with the
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and

Cosmetology

iti i . Acadeny of GH1T595475281  Halifax Halifax Mo
CltlzenShlp Canada (IRCC) in order to Learning College
designate specific educational institutions - Halifax
Acadia University 019391556792 Wolfville  Wolfville Yes

« at the post-secondary level, educational
institutions designated by provinces and
territories for the purpose of hosting
international students

« an evergreen list of DLIs at the post-
secondary level is available on the IRCC
website)

* learning institutions that are administered by
a federal department or agency




Study Permit Issuance — R216

Study permits
R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national

(a)

(b) will leave Canada by the end of the period authorized for their

stay under Division 2 of Part 9;

(c)

(d)

(e)

A-2024-16221-000018



Study Permit Issuance — R216

Study permits
R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d) meets the requirements of subsections 30(2) and (3), if they must
submit to a medical examination under paragraph 16(2)(b) of the Act;
and

(e)

A-2024-16221-000019



Requirements of this Part — R216(1)(c)

Study permits

R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national

(c) meets the requirements of this Part

7

(A) R219 — Letter of Acceptance (LOA) from a DLI

(B) R220 — Sufficient funds
(C) R221 — No failure to comply with conditions

(D) R216(3) - CAQ

A-2024-16221-000020



(A) Requirements of this Part — R219

Acceptance letter

R219 (1) A study permit shall not be issued to a foreign national unless
they have written documentation from the designated learning institution
where they intend to study that states that they have been accepted to
study there.

A-2024-16221-000021



(B) Requirements of this Part — R220

Financial resources

R220 An officer shall not issue a study permit to a foreign national, other
than one described in paragraph 215(1)(d) or (e), unless they have
sufficient and available financial resources, without working in Canada,
to

(a) pay the tuition fees for the course or program of studies that they
Intend to pursue;

(b) maintain themself and any family members who are accompanying
them during their proposed period of study; and

(c) pay the costs of transporting themself and the family members
referred to in paragraph (b) to and from Canada.

A-2024-16221-000022



(B) Proof of Funds
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(B) Proof of Funds
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(C) Requirements of this Part — R221

Failure to comply with conditions

R221 Despite Division 2, a study permit shall not be issued to a
foreign national who has engaged in unauthorized work or study in
Canada or who has failed to comply with a condition of a permit unless

(a) a period of six months has elapsed since the cessation of the
unauthorized work or study or failure to comply with a condition;

(b) the work or study was unauthorized by reason only that the
foreign national did not comply with conditions imposed under
paragraph 185(a), any of subparagraphs 185(b)(i) to (iii) or paragraph
185(c) [period authorized for their stay, type of work/studies,
employer/educational institution, location, times/periods, etc.]; or

(c) the foreign national was subsequently issued a temporary resident
permit under subsection 24(1) of the Act.
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(D) Study in Quebec — R216(3)

R216 (3) An officer shall not issue a study permit to a foreign national
who intends to study in the Province of Quebec — other than under a
federal assistance program for developing countries — and does not hold
a Certificat d’acceptation du Québec (CAQ).

A foreign national destined to Quebec is exempt from the CAQ requirement in the following situations:
+ students who wish to enroll in a program or course lasting six months or less
+ recipients of Commonwealth scholarship or a full bursary (covering all expenses) from Global Affairs Canada (formerly
the Canadian International Development Agency), including Francophonie scholarships
+ participants in a Canadian aid program for developing countries
+ the spouse and dependent children of diplomats, consular officers or international representatives or officials staying in
Quebec
* minor children (under 18 years of age)
+ of preschool age (age 4 to 5)
+ at the primary or secondary level, already located in Quebec accompanied by either parent who holds a work
or study permit
« This also applies to the renewal of their study permits.
+ at the primary or secondary level, already located in Quebec and are unaccompanied
« This also applies to the renewal of their study permits.
« a minor child seeking asylum or recognized as a refugee or a person in need of protection in Canada, or the child of an
asylum seeker or recognized refugee or person needing protection in Canada
» holders of a valid Certificat de sélection du Québec (Quebec Selection Certificate) and whose permanent residence
application is processed in Canada, in particular persons who are recognized refugees, persons who belong to the class
of spouse in Canada and persons authorized by IRCC to have their application processed in Canada for humanitariar
considerations




Study Permit Issuance — R216(1)

Study permits

R216 (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), an officer shall issue a study
permit to a foreign national if, following an examination, it is established
that the foreign national

(a) applied for it in accordance with this Part;

(b) will leave Canada by the end of the period authorized for their
stay under Division 2 of Part 9;

(c) meets the requirements of this Part;

(d) meets the requirements of subsections 30(2) and (3), if they must
submit to a medical examination under paragraph 16(2)(b) of the Act;
and

(e) has been accepted to undertake a program of study at a
designated learning institution.




Conditions — Study Permit Holder

R220.1 (1) The holder of a study permit in Canada is subject to the following
conditions:

(a) they shall enroll at a designated learning institution and remain enrolled at a
designated learning institution until they complete their studies; and

(b) they shall actively pursue their course or program of study.

A-2024-16221-000028



Full-time vs. Part-time Studies

**The definition of full-time or part-
time depends on the DLI.

However, the student must have

full-time status in order to work
on/off campus.**

A-2024-16221-000029
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Work Permit Exemption - R186(f)

No Work Permit required
R186 A foreign national may work in Canada without a work permit

(F) if they are a full-time student, on the campus of the university or college at
which they are a full-time student, for the period for which they hold a study permit
to study at that university or college;

An “on-campus” employer can be:
» the school

« faculty member

» student organization

* yourself, if:

* you run a business that is physically
located on-campus (for example: you
own a coffee shop that is located on
campus)

» private business
« private contractor that provides on-campus
services to the school

A-2024-16221-000031



Work Permit Exempt - R186(v) o

No Work Permit required
R186 A foreign national may work in Canada without a work permit

(v) if they are the holder of a study permit and

(i) they are a full-time student enrolled at a designated learning institution as
defined in section 211.1,

(if) the program in which they are enrolled is a post-secondary academic,
vocational or professional training program, or a vocational training program
at the secondary level offered in Quebec, in each case, of a duration of six
months or more that leads to a degree, diploma or certificate, and

(iii) although they are permitted to engage in full-time work during a
regularly scheduled break between academic sessions, they work no more
than 20 hours per week during a regular academic session;

A-2024-16221-000032



Summary - Work Permit Exempt - R186

e Study Permit required » Study Permit required
» DLI - college, university, trade or
* DLI - college or university only technical school, CEGEP (Quebec),
etc.
 full time studies  full time studies
e academic, vocational, professional » academic, vocational or professional
AND other (i.e. ESL/FSL) program only (i.e. no ESL/FSL)
« any duration/length of program « program duration 6 months or more
e Unlimited hours  max 20 hours/week

« On campus - all buildings on school
campus (e.g. faculty building, student
organization, self-employment, private

business, etc.)

e anywhere

A-2024-16221-000033
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Work Permit Required - LMIA Exemption (Research)

Canadian interests
R205 A work permit may be issued under section 200 to a foreign national who
intends to perform work that

(c) is designated by the Minister as being work that can be performed by a foreign
national on the basis of the following criteria, namely,

(i) the work is related to a research program **,

** Research — eligibility

« coming to Canada to work temporarily for the International Development Research Centre of
Canada;

* sponsored by Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd. as distinguished scientists or post-doctoral fellows;
 sponsored by the National Research Council of Canada (NRC), the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC), Natural Resources Canada (NRCan), or a
department or agency that is associated with NRCan and participating in the Postdoctoral
Research Program for distinguished scientists and scholars coming to participate in research for
these departments and agencies as part of the Postdoctoral Research Program (departments
and agencies that have joined NRCan’s Postdoctoral Research Program are responsible for
issuing their own letters of offer to candidates); or

* holders of research chair positions at a Canadian university, nominated for their research
excellence and partially or wholly funded by federal or provincial governments. A-2024-16221-000034



Work Permit Required - LMIA Exemption (Essential Co-Op /
Work Component)

Canadian interests
R205 A work permit may be issued under section 200 to a foreign national who
intends to perform work that

(c) is designated by the Minister as being work that can be performed by a foreign
national on the basis of the following criteria, namely,

(i) ...

(i.1) the work is an essential part of a post-secondary academic, vocational or
professional training program offered by a designated learning institution as
defined in section 211.1, per pO!

< 500/0 as

(i.2) the work is an essential part of a program at the secondary level
(A) that is a vocational training program offered by a designated learning
institution in Quebec, or
(B) that is a program offered by a designated learning institution that
requires students to work in order to obtain their secondary or high
school diploma or certificate of graduation, or

A-2024-16221-000035
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RECAP 2
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Minor Students

= “Custodianship” = custody of the student

Check age of majority of province where intending to study.

Age of

Province or territory majority

'y . 'y
FOETTE,

[ B N PP G TP AT T N PR Pog ool 8% sei oo D s Do st by snn as s e S
Manitoba, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan 18

Lad

British Columbia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador,
o

Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia, A
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Minor Students: Custodianship Declaration

Notarized declaration signed by parent(s) or legal guardian(s) in country of
origin + signed by appointed custodian in Canada, stating that arrangements

made for custodian to act in place of parent.

Custodian to reside within a reasonable distance to the minor applicant’s

intended residence and school.

Custodianship Declaration Form (IMM5646) must be completed if minor

travelling without at least one parent/guardian:
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/ircc/migration/ircc/english/pdf/pub/custodi

an-parent.pdf

Minors under 17 years of age
Mandatory custodianship
requirement

Minors 17 to 18 or 19 years of age

Discretionary custodianship
requirement

A-2024-16221-000038
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CUSTODIANSHIP DECLARATION -
CUSTODIAN FOR MINORS STUDYING [N CANADA

The application of the official seal below confirms that the notary pubiic has received svidence that the custodian is a Canadian citizen o 2 permanent resident, is over 18 years of
age, and currently resides at the home address stated above.

i, {name of custodian), hereby solemnly declare that | will undertake the {4l custodianship for the

said student, {name of student}, during their slay in Canada, while under the age of maijority in the
province in which they reside. As 2 custodian, | have made the necessary arrangements Ior the care and support of the said student in place of the paren's as appropnate. By
signing this custodian agreement, | certify that | reside within 2 reasonable distance of the student’s intended residence and school and will be able 1o fulfil my obligalions as a
custodian in the event of an emergency

Year Maonth Doy
i H i ﬂ § i ;
Signature of custodian Date
Swom before me at oy, i provinee of {provincefermtony), country (f applicable).
This day of {month), {year,
Signature of notary OFFICIAL SEAL OF NOTARY PUBLIC

A-2024-16221-000039
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CUSTODIANSHIP DECLARATION -
PARENTS/GUARDIANS FOR MINORS STUDYING IN CANADA

CUSTODIAN INFORMATION
Family name Given name(s) Status in Canada Date of birth
[] Canadian citizen or v M )
[ ] Permanent resident i Lo
Current residential address Telephone no.
My/Our child will reside: [ ] with the appointed custodian, [ ] in the school dormitory, or
f:] with ancther person: {please provide name and indicate relationship).
e, and {names of parentsfguardians),
the parents/guardians of the said student, {name of student), hereby grant full custodianship o

{nams of custodian), durng the student's stay in Canada, while they are under the age of majority in the
province in which ey reside. | have made the necessary amangements for the care and support of the said studend such that the custodian should act in the place of melus, the
parents. By signing this custodian agreement, VWe affirm that | amdwe are satisfied the above appointed custodian resides within a reasonable distance of myfour chiltd's intended
residence and school and will be able fo flfil their obligations as a custodian in the event of an emerngency.

Yoar Mordh Day Yoar Month Dray
i i i % 3 i i i i i %
Signature of parent/guardian {1} Datg Signature of parent/guardian {2} Date
{ciyl, in the province of couniry of applicable:.

This day of {monthy, {year.

Signature of notary OFFICIAL SEAL OF NOTARY Bla.2024-16221-000040
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Minor Students: Funds

**For a minor child, officer must be satisfied that adequate arrangements
are in place for the care and support of the child while in Canada.**

Officers should ensure that :
v' Arrangements have been taken for the child’s care in terms of custodianship;
v' The child has health coverage — insurance;

v' There is evidence of funds to cover the child’s stay in Canada;

A-2024-16221-000041
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RECAP 3

A-2024-16221-000042
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RECAP: Study Permits

U R9(1) study permit required (R2) — unless exempt under R188(1)(a)-(d)
O MI75: Provincial/Territorial Attestation Letter (PAL/TAL)
U R216(1)(a) the applicant submitted an application

U R216(1)(b) will leave Canada by end of authorized stay
R216(1)(c) meets the requirements of this Part :
O R219 letter of acceptance from a DLI

0 R220 sufficient funds
= tuition (first year)
» cost of living expenses — 75% LICO (first year) + cost of transportation
(themselves + accompanying family members)
» continue to have the necessary funds available (tuition + living expenses) for the duration of studies
U R221 no failure to comply with conditions

0 R216(3) CAQ if required for Quebec

U R216(1)(d) meds
if required (6+6 / occupation)

O R216(1)(e) they have been accepted by a DLI
O R186(f) or (v) Work Permit Exemptions (on-campus and off-campus)
U R205(c) LMIA Exemption — Work Permit for Research or Coop — Essential and less than 50% of program

O Custodianship Declaration (if required - mandatory if under 17 years of age) Arafzd-1aal 00008
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True or False?

1. A student planning to come to Canada for a program of less than 6 months at a post-
secondary DLI does not need a SP.

2. All students require a medical.
3. A study permit may only be issued if the applicant has been accepted to a DLI.
4. ESL/FSL students studying at a university can work off campus.

5. If a student is less than 18 years old, they require a custodian in Canada to obtain a
study permit.

6. If a FN intends to only study in Canada for 4 months of a 2 year program they do not
need a SP.
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Practice Question 1

Information disclosed under the 0 Infor

‘ Immigr: Réfugiés
and C hp C ada et Citoyenneté Canada
i

Farrah, a citizen of Tanzania, completed her BA in
Political Science three years ago and has worked
in a call center in Tanzania since that time. She
has received a letter of acceptance from the
University of Ottawa for a MA in International
Studies.

Her mother has presented proof of employment at
the Embassy of Switzerland in Germany and a
bank statement with sufficient savings to cover the
first year of studies. Farrah also has a letter from
her uncle who resides in Gatineau, QC, stating
that she can live with him during her studies. Her
uncle’s letter further states that he is an employee
of the Federal Government, with a copy of his T4
attached as proof.
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Practice Question 2

Information disclosed under the 0 Infor

‘ Immigr: Réfugiés
and C hp C ada et Citoyenneté Canada
i

Sandra is a UK citizen who has applied for a study
permit to pursue a four year PhD program. She
has a letter of support from a professor confirming
that they are happy to supervise Sandra’s thesis
at McGill University and provide her with a $5000
yearly stipend for her studies. Sandra also has a
letter from her father’s bank which states that she
is in the financial position to cover her tuition fees.

A-2024-16221-000047



Practice Question 3

Information disclosed under the 0 Infor

‘ Immigr: Réfugiés
and C hp C ada et Citoyenneté Canada
i

Rohan is a 23 year old Indian citizen residing in
Libya. He was born in Libya and resides with his
parents in a city which has been in the news
recently due to reports of heavy bombing. His
father works for an oil company and has
presented a letter of employment, along with
several months’ worth of bank statements showing
approx. $10,000 in savings but no regular salary
payments.

Rohan completed secondary school three years
ago and now wants to study ESL for three months
to improve his employment prospects. He has
presented a letter of acceptance from a language
school.
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Practice Question 4

Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés
I * I and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
Information disclosed under the Access to [nformation Act
L'information divulguge en vertu de la loi sur l'acceés & linformation

Mert, a 16 year old from Turkey, studied ESL in
the UK last summer for a duration of 4 weeks.
This year, he wants to study ESL at a college for
one year in Canada. He has a letter of
acceptance from a DLI in Vancouver and a receipt
confirming payment of tuition and homestay costs.
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